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“Hopedale Community’s Green Sanctuary Accreditation Approved”
 
 
The Oxford area Hopedale Unitarian Universalist Community is pleased to announce that, after a four-year process, it has received full accreditation as a Unitarian Universalist Green Sanctuary. Rev. Katherine Jesch, Director of the UU Environmental Ministry in Boston, the sponsor of the Green Sanctuary Program, described Hopedale Community’s achievement as showing a strong consciousness about a religious community’s relationship with the earth and continuing education about environmental and spirituality issues.
 
Jesch also cited Hopedale’s engagement, along with others, in the Middletown area campaign to implement air and water pollution controls at AK Steel’s operations, a clear example of environmental justice as social justice. Hopedale’s 20-page report on its four-years of Green Sanctuary work covers 15 categories of accomplishment, extending from energy and environmental audits, started in 2002, through earth-oriented Sunday services and celebrations, children’s and adult religious education programs and elements of sustainable living such as green purchasing, extensive vegetable gardening, and several acres of forest restoration with trails.
 
The chairman of Hopedale’s11-member Green Sanctuary Committee, Orie Loucks, also notes that the Committee was working toward sustainable land use planning and building permitting around the Hopedale property in southeast Oxford Township. This work seeks to complement the Congregation’s communication efforts on living simply in the greater Oxford and Hamilton areas. He stated that the Hopedale Community, through adoption of Green Sanctuary principles by individual members, is extending the practice of green purchasing (10% of members drive hybrid cars) and is trying to carry out the sustainability work the Committee has set as its goal.
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